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SPECIMENS OF OLD MORAVIAN POETRY. 

BY THE REV. A. L. OERTER, A.M. 
I. 

An Affectionate Farewell Poem on the Occasion of 

Closing the Boys' School at Nazareth and the Removal 

OF THE Boys to Bethlehem. 

One of the peculiarly characteristic features of life in» the first 
Moravian settlements in Pennsylvania, during the early period 
of their existence, was the disposition and endeavor to make that 
life, with all its hardships and privations, more easy and cheerful 
by all the limited means at command. Devoted and consecrated 
as they were to the high and holy purpose of letting their light 
shine, our spiritual ancestors were not of a morose and sternly 
forbidding character. They believed that it was their privilege 
to "rejoice in the Lord alway," and to praise and; glorify Him by 
a gladsome acceptance of the conditions in which He had seen 
fit to place them. The daily religious services, assembling them 
in sweet Christian fellowship, the hearing of accounts from con- 
gregations near or remote, the frequent lovefeasts, some of 
which were of a partly social character, the investing of ordinary 
occupations with a sacred importance, the affctionate notice of 
birthdiays and other anniversaries, the vocal and instrumental 
music of the sanctuary or of the concert, all tended to nourish 
and preserve among them a cheerful spirit, of which in their 
comparative isolation they had need, if they were not to become 
unduly depressed and discouraged. 

Hence, also, the custom of writing verses or poems (Lieder) 
for various occasions, such as birthdays or church-festivals, for 
the laying of corner-stones or the dedication of meeting-halls 
and choir-houses, even for farming operations, which for some 
time was of frequent occurrence. The style of the poetry corre- 
sponded to the nature of each occasion, varying from the more 
formal to the familiar; but all of these compositions illustrate 
and bear the stamp of the prevalent conception of the Church as 
a family, a community of brethren and sisters, those belonging 
to the same congregation, and some others, being personally 
acquainted with one another. 
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The example set by Count Zinzendorf, whose poetical genius 
expressed itself not only in hymns for religious worship, but also 
in numerous other versified productions, was followed by his 
brethren who, like himself, wrote not only from an aesthetic, but 
also from a practical standpoint. Our German forefathers could 
not do otherwise than retain the characteristics of their race in 
America also, and among these was a love for music and poetry, 
and therefore naturally, as is well known, a cultivation of these 
liberal arts, which contributed not a little to the preservation 
among them of the best type of European culture, amid sur- 
roundings of a different character. This is so well known that 
we need only refer to it in connection with the poems presented 
in this paper. They, together with others, have been preserved 
in some of the early diaries of the Nazareth congregation, and 
are of interest on account of the events that gave occasion for 
the composition of them, and on account of the personality of 
their authors. The writers were very able, useful and prominent 
brethren in the service of our Church during the latter part of 
the eighteenth century, and although distinguished for their 
abilities, and rendering important services to the Church, they 
still occasionally found time to write verses for the edification or 
encouragement of their brethren and sisters. 

The first poem here presented was written by the Rev. Francis 
Christian Lembke, the learned author of the Latin document de- 
posited in the corner-stone of Nazareth Hall, in which there 
were also deposited a number of Odes written for that occasion, 
notably one by Bishop Matthew Hehl, in which the names of all 
Moravian congregations, missions and preaching-places in 
America are mentioned. 

Francis Christian Lembke was born July 13, 1704, in Blan- 
singen, a town in the margraviate of Baden-Durlach, where his 
father, Carl Lembke, was an Evangelical Lutheran minister, 
later in Durlach, the capital, where he died in 1710. Bro. 
Lembke's mother was of Jewish parentage, but as a child of 
eight years, by her own urgent desire, was baptized as a Chris- 
tian with the name Maria Christina Fried Albin. After attending 
the Gymnasium at Durlach, at eleven years of age Bro. Lembke's 
mother took him to Strasburg, where, after attending prepara- 
tory schools, he entered the University, in 1721, and in 1725 took 



his degree as Magister Philosophiae. Later he pursued his 
studies at the Universities of Jena, Erfurt and Leipsic. Recalled 
to Strasburg by the University, he was appointed Praeceptor 
Latinus at the Gymnasium, and preached in the large St. Peter's 
Church to crowded audiences, becoming the most popular 
preacher in the city. At Jena he had become acquainted with 
pious students and the Moravian brethren, which, together with 
persecution from jealous opponents, led to his finally leaving 
Strasburg and his reception into the Brethren's Church, in 1746. 
In 1749 he was ordained a Deacon in the Fetter Lane Chapel in 
London, Eng., in 1754 received a call as "Prediger" (preacher) 
of the congregation at Nazareth, Pa., and came to America with 
Bishop Spangenberg. 

For almost thirty years he was the ''Gemeinhelfer" and 
"Prediger" (Pastor and Preacher) of the, congregation at Naza- 
reth, offices not generally filled by the same brother in those 
days, and for sixteen years at the same time (1763- 1779) he was 
Inspector or Principal of the School for Moravian boys, opened 
in Nazareth Hall in 1759, and was therefore still Principal when 
he wrote the verses which he entitled "Ein herzliches Abschieds- 
Lied," (An afifectionate Farewell-Poem), when that Boys' School 
was closed and the housekeeping establishment was discon- 
tinued. 

Througli the establishment of day-schools in some congrega- 
tions, the pressure of hard times during the War of the Revolu- 
tion and other circumstances, the school had decreased' from 
more than one hundred scholars to six, as Bro. Lembke states in 
his poem, which must be the correct number, although it is else- 
where given as eleven (Bishop Levering also states that they 
were six in number), and it was thought best that these boys and 
their teachers should be transferred to Bethlehem. The Memo- 
rabilia for 1778 state that at the close of that year the entire 
household in Nazareth Hall consisted of 8 little boys, 3 older 
boys, 6 single brethren and 2 married couples, therefore 21 per- 
sons. There was therefore a further decrease before the school 
was closed in October, 1779. The following account of the 
closing of the school and domestic establishment is given in the 
Diary of the congregation : 
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"Thursday, Oct. 21, 1779. At 7 a.m. our scholars in- the Hall, 
with their teachers and the other brethren and sisters living in 
the house, together with the Elders' Conference, held a nice 
lovefeast, not, however, without sorrowful emotions. Bro. 
Lembke related how many boys had entered the school twenty 
and more years ago, and how the number had been reduced to 
six, who were to leave us today and go to Bethlehem. He read 
the text for the day and some farewell verses which he had com- 
posed. Thereupon there was a meeting of the Elders' Con- 
ference, at which the children were present, and were dismissed 
with an affectionate kiss, not without tearful eyes. At 8.30 a.m. 
they drove off, accompanied by two brethren, and with our united 
blessing." 

"Mond., Oct. 25. Bro. and Sr. Lembke made a visit to Bethle- 
hem. With them went Bro. Dominic Krause, who for many 
years was the gardener for Nazareth Hall, and is to be gardener 
for the Single Brethren's house at Bethlehem." 

"Thursd., Oct. 28. Before the evening service the Brn. 
Nathaniel (Seidel), de Schweinitz (the Rev. John Chr. Alexander) 
and Paul Muenster came from Bethlehem, the first two to settle 
up the affairs of the school that has been closed, and to hand 
over to Bro. Dettmers (the Warden) whatever belongs to the 
Administration, which was done the next day. The brother who 
has been house-washer, serving the school faithfully for many 
years, went to Christian's Spring, to fill the same position there." 

"Mond., Nov. i. The housekeeping establishment m Nazareth 
Hall was finally closed, and therefore the kitchen servants, Bro. 
and Sr. John Schmidt and their daughter, who has been assisting 
her parents for a few weeks, but will soon return to Bethlehem, 
went to the little place assigned them' at Christian's Spring, after 
taking an affectionate leave of us. The boy Nathaniel Rasmus 
(or Rasmussen), who has been helping to care for the stock, also 
went to Christian's Spring." 

The interest taken in the boys who were attending the school 
in Nazareth Hall by Bro. Lembke and his brethren in office is 
shown by frequent reference to them in the Diary. This was 
quite natural, as the boys were all children of Moravian parents, 
and were therefore regarded as a part of the congregation in 
which they were sojourning. 
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It was therefore also natural that Bro. Lembke, the Principal, 
should express his fatherly regard for them in the following 
verses, which, as well as the whole character of the closing exer- 
cises, manifest a tender and affectionate desire to make the 
change ini their life as easy as possible for the children. While 
not making any pretense to a lofty poetical style, the verses are 
an example of that familiar tone which was so much more charm- 
ingly appropriate. 



EIN HERZLICHES ABSCHIEDS-LIED 

AlS die KLEINE AnSTALT von 6 KiNDERN MIT EINIGEN 
BrUEDERN D. 2ISTEN OcT., 1779, NACH BetHLEHEM ZOG. 

1. Ihr Kinder! es ist nun an dem 
Ihr zieht von uns nach Bethlehem. 
Der Zeit Umstaend' erfordern's so 
geht dann dahin dankbar und froh. 

2. Dankbar fuer alles was aus Gnad* 
der gute Heiland an euch that 

an Leib und Seel', an dieser Staatt 
hier in der Hall bei Nazareth. 

3. Das moeglichst haben wir gethan 
nach unserem Haus- Vater Plan ; 
die Brueder hab'n euch informirt 
auch moeglichst die Aufsicht gefuehrt. 

4. Die Dankbarkeit erfordert es 
dass keins so leichte das vergess' 
was jedem Gutes wider fahr'n 

in wenig oder vielcn Jahr'n. 

5. Es ist zwar eine kleine Zahl 

der Kinder, die heut' aus der Hall 
und von dem hiesgen Kirch-Gebiet 
auf's Herrn Geheisz nun von uns zieht. 

6. Zwei Brueder und sechs Knaebelein 
zieh'n heute aus und dorten ein. 
wiszt ihr wie viel vor vielen Jahr'n 

der Anstalts-Knaebgen einst hier war'n? 

7. Ein zwanzig Jahr und d'rueber aus 
kam diese Anstalt hier ins Haus; 
hundert und zehen, gross und klein 
die nahmen hier acht Stuben ein. 

8. Im mittler'n Stocke wol nur zwei, 
im ober'n sechse, und dabei 
waren der Brueder zum Aufseh'n 
Vlnd zu dem Unterricht sechzehn. 
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g, Und mit dem Pfleger und Vorsteh'r, 
und dem was sich zum Dienst gab her 
bei diesem lieben Anstalts-Haus, 
so macht es ueber zwanzig aus. 

10. Vier Jahr' darauf war just die Summ* 
Von 130 und darum (mit den Kindern) 
da wir mit unserm juengsten Kind 
von Nazareth eingezogen sind. 

11. Geschwister Schmidt's, die Kuechen-Leuf, 
so wie sie's noch sind bis anheut', 
kamen zugleich mit uns herein 

zum Dienst der Brueder und Knaebelein. 

12. Seh't so war fuer euch je und je, 
mit vieler Treue, Sorg' und Mueh', 
die liebe Vormundschaft bedacht, 
und hat's euch hier bequem gemacht. 

13. Zieh't also, lieben Kinder, heut' 
mit vieler Herzens-Dankbarkeit 
von hinnen und seyd herzlich froh 
man sorgt fuer euch dort eben so. 

14. Die Gnad' und Friede Jesu Christ, 
der mit euch hier gewesen ist, 

sei auf dem Weg und dort zugleich 
wie seine liebe Naeh' mit euch. 

15. Wir nehmen nun von euch Abschied, 
Ihr ziehet auch mit unserm Fried', 
mit unserm besten Segen fort 
gruess't uns're lieben Brueder dort. 

16. Hab't den getreu'sten Kinder Freund 
der es so herzlich mit euch mein't, 
und den die Lieb' ans Kreuze trieb, 
hab't Ihn, ach hab't Ihn zaertlich lieb. 

17. Beim lernen oder sonst was thun 
lass't euch das stets im Herzen ruh'n, 
dasz Er sich in den Tod hingab, 
und euch treu liebte bis in's Grab. 

18. Die Brueder die dem Haus gedient 
lasz unser Herr der uns versuehnt 
lind Der nichts unvergolten laess't 
gesegnet seyn auf's allerbest'. 

Die Gnade des Herrn Jesu Christ, 
die Liebe des der Vater ist, 
des Heil'gen Geist's Gemeinschaft sey 
uns alle Tage fuehlbar neu. 

(Nach Br. Lembke's Manuscript im Diario der Gemeine zu Nazareth 
copiert.) 
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AN AFFECTIONATE FAREWELL POEM 

On the removal of the little school of six boys in 
Nazareth Hall, with two teachers, to Bethlehem, Oct. 
21, 1779. 

1. Dear children, now the day has come 
That bids you leave your present home, 
And go from us to Bethlehem ; 

Go then in glad and thankful frame. 

2. Thankful for all our Saviour dear 
Has done for you while dwelling here; 
Your souls and bodies He has blest 

In Nazareth Hall, must be confessed. 

3. Here in our house and family 
We all have labored willingly 
To do all that was best to do 
To educate and care for you. 

4. Now gratitude demands that none 
Should e'er forget what here was done 
That each for few or many a year 
The benefit might freely share. 

5. It is, indeed, a number small 

Of children who from Nazareth Hall 
And from this congregation now 
Directed by the Lord, must go. 

6. Two brethren and six little boys 
Move hence to Bethlehem and its joys; 
Know ye how many scholars were 
Some years ago instructed here? 

7. Full twenty years and more ago 

This house a larger school could show ; 
Hundred and ten the number was, 
And they had eight rooms in this house. 

8. 'Tis true that on the second floor 
There were but two, but then six more 
Upon the third. Brethren sixteen 
For teaching and o'ersight A\ere seen. 

9. The pastor, warden, servants, too. 
Who faithful diligence did show 
As guardians of this Institute, 
Twenty the number was to boot. 

10. Four years thereafter, when we moved 
From Nazareth to this house approved. 
With our young child, the grand sum total 
One hundred thirty was, to note all. 
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11. With us there entered Bro. Schmidt's, 
Who still give us such wholesome bits 
In the kitchen with great care prepared, 
Which young and old have gladly shared. 

12. Thus you can see and understand 
What faithful care on every hand. 
What labor for your comfort here 
Was spent by all your guardians dear. 

13. Go then, dear children, on your way 
With glad and thankful hearts today; 
For the same love and service kind 
In Bethlehem you'll also find. 

14. The grace of Jesus Christ, His peace, 
That always here your days did bless. 
Be with you on the way, and still 
With joy your hearts in Bethlehem fill. 

15. We're parting with you now ; receive 
Our love and blessing as you leave. 
Peace be with you. Our brethren greet 
For us, whom you in Bethlehem meet. 

16. Love dearly the best Children's Friend 
Whose loving kindness knows no end, 
Who on the cross for us did die, 

Oh love Him always fervently. 

17. When learning lessons, or what e'er 
You do, in glad remembrance bear 
In love for you Himself he gave 
To cruel cross, to death and grave. 

18. And may the blessing of our Lord, 
Who faithful service doth reward, 
Rest richly on the brethren all 

Who've served Him here in Nazareth Hall. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
The love of God, so highly prized 
The Holy Ghost's communion be 
With all of us most sensibly. 

— Translated by A. L. Oerter. 
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II. 

The Closing of the Single Brethren's Economy at Chris- 
tian's Spring, with some Verses Composed for that 
Occasion by Bishop John Ettwein. 

The second poem presented in this paper was composed by 
Bishop John Ettwein, who was the most prominent and emi- 
nently useful man in our Church in America for many years 
before, during and after the troublous and perilous times of the 
Revolutionary War. In his memoir of this distinguished man 
Bishop Edmund d'e Schweinitz says: "Ettwein had been fore- 
ordained to the service of the Church in America. He was, 
moreover, eminently fitted for it, in various respects. It called 
forth his energy, showed his strength of mind, and brought into 
play his determined zeal far more fully than any work for God in 
which he had been engaged while in Europe. There was some- 
thing in his mode of thought that found in the new world just 
what it longed for. He felt at home as soon as he had landed on 
our shores, and began life anew. Speaking of his arrival at 
Bethlehem, he remarks, 'From that day I became a thorough 
Bethlehemite and a thorough American.' " And such he was. 
He made twelve voyages on the ocean; traveled all over the 
United States of those days, from Maine to Georgia, sometimes 
alone, sometimes with his devoted wife, preaching in every State 
except Delaware and Kentucky, from pulpits, in the open air, in 
court-houses, barns and other structures, always fearlessly pro- 
claiming the gospel. Within six months, under all the dis- 
advantages of those times, he traveled more than 2000 miles. He 
labored also as a missionary among many Indian tribes, and in 
1771 led the Christian Indians from the Susquehanna to Ohio, 
and later obtained for them from Congress a grant of 12,000 
acres in the Tuscarawas Valley. Five times he traveled the long 
way back and forth from Bethlehem to Wachovia, N. C. Twenty 
times he was in danger of losing his life. In his many years of 
activity he corresponded with distinguished and leading men in 
civil affairs, liad interviews with Washington, LaFayette, Pulaski, 
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Hancock, Samuel Adams and many others, impressing all with 
the simplicity of his character, and the sturdy manliness of his 
whole bearing. He negotiated successfully with Congress and 
with the Assembly of Pennsylvania on behalf of his brethren, the 
Speaker of the latter body honoring him with a seat by his side, 
and with permission to address the house, of which occasion he 
quaintly remarks, "It seemed to me as if I were officiating at a 
public service in one of our Moravian congregations." 

Constantly employed in affairs of great importance to the 
Church, it might be supposed that he would have little time or 
inclination to write verses for his brethren. And yet he un- 
doubtedly wrote others before this one for the lovefeast at 
Christian's Spring in 1796, when, indeed, the time of his( greatest 
activity was over, but when he was still attending to the duties of 
his episcopal office, which took him at that time to Christian's 
Spring, where a great change was to be made by the closing of 
the Single Brethren's Economy; and there, in a lovefeast 
solemnly consummating this event, on Friday, April i, 1796, he 
read the verses which he had composed for the occasion. 

Christian's Spring was the third one of the settlements made 
on the so-called Barony of Nazareth, preceded by Old Nazareth 
in 1744 and Gnadenthal in 1745. These two were settled by 
married couples, but Christian's Spring was a settlement for un- 
married brethren. A small combined grist-mill and saw-mill was 
built about half a mile south of Gnadenthal, in 1747, and a school- 
house was erected in 1748. A large colony of unmarried brethren 
having arrived at Bethlehem from June 25 to July 2, 1748, thirty 
of them located at Christian's Spring on July 13, among them, 
probably, John Andrew Albrecht; from whom, as he seems to 
have been a leading man (in 1756 principal teacher and musician 
in the school at Bethlehem, 1759 when that school was trans- 
ferred to Nazareth Hall, heading the orchestra of boys that led 
the procession, and i766-'7i landlord of the Sun Inn) we may 
suppose that the place obtained its first name, Albrecht's Brunn, 
i.e., Albrecht's Spring. This name was officially changed Aug. 
4, 1749, to Christiansbrunn, i.e., Christian's Spring (now Chris- 
tianspring) in honor of Count Zinzendorf's son. Christian 
Renatus, who had assisted John de Watteville in organizing the 
first Single Brethren's Choir at Herrnhut, and who, until his 
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early demise, in London, England, May 28, 1751, took a deep 
and lively interest in the Single Brethren. 

On Dec. 17, 1749, after partaking of a lovefeast in the Single 
Brethren's house at Bethlehem, twenty-two of their number, ac- 
companied by thie Rev. Nathaniel Seidel, proceeded to Christian's 
Spring, where they were received by John Nitschmann's and 
Samuel Krause's, two married couples, and were regularly or- 
ganized. Choir-houses having been built, not only single 
brethren, but youths and boys had theirs also, with a Superin- 
tendent over each division. The men were employed either as 
mechanics or as agriculturists on the large farm, and the boys 
were taught farming and trades, and some of them copied diaries, 
the proceedings of Conferences, etc., and ample provision was 
made for the continuance of their education. But all labor, 
physical and mental, at Christian's Spring, as at the other settle- 
ments, was to be hallowed unto the Lord, and permeated with 
the spirit of religious fervor and consecration. Three times daily, 
as a rule, they met in their prayer-hall for a brief devotional 
exercise, while for lovefeasts and the Lord's Supper, as also for 
the Sunday services, they joined the congregation that wor- 
shipped in Nazareth Hall, then known as the Gemein-Saal, 

The settlement flourished, as may be seen from the statistics 
given by Bro. James Henry in his very interesting monograph 
on Christian's Spring, published in the ''Transactions" of this 
Society. Without enumerating details it may be mentioned that 
the farm comprised 596 acres, 353 of which were under cultiva- 
tion, the rest being woodland and meadow. 

The following brief extract is quoted from a communication 
signed "Antiquus" to The Moravian of Oct. 30, 1862. The writer 
was probably Bro. James Henry, who was a teacher in Nazareth 
Hall, i829-'3i. 

"On our first visit, thirty-five or forty years ago, Christian- 
spring presented much more of a contrast to an ordinary Ameri- 
can village than it does now, albeit it yet retains some quaint fea- 
tures unlike anything outside of German Moravian settlements, 
the offspring of the same system. It looked then like a genuine 
German 'Bauern Hof on an extensive scale ; or it might have 
been taken to be a 'Ritter Gut,' the property of some petty 
feudal master, who strove to have upon his own domain every- 
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thing that could render him and his vassals independent of the 
world around. The hamlet had its mills and stores and work- 
shops all complete, whilst nevertheless the main employment of 
its inhabitants was agriculture, as evidenced by the capacious 
barns erected to store away the grain, and stabling for numerous 
herds of cattle. Prominent above the other buildings rose a 
more stately edifice with broken roof, which might readily have 
passed for the baronial mansion. The houses, shops and stables 
faced upon a large open square through which the public high- 
way ran. The red-tiled roofs, the solid stone masonry of most 
of the buildings, and the peculiar structure of others denoted at 
once the foreign origin of its founders. It was really depressing 
to our antiquarian spirits to observe what a change thirty or 
forty years have wrought. No vestige of the mills is to be seen 
any more. The characteristic stone barn with red roof, that 
used to form the western line of the square, has crumbled into 
dust, and is supplanted by a tasteless modern structure. The 
picturesque smithy that two years ago still graced the entrance 
to the village near the arched bridge, has been demolished, and, 
sad to say, in its place a modern hotel rears its unsightly head. 
Yet there are some relics of the old place still remaining, and in 
a tolerable state of preservation. Chief of these is the old manse, 
once devoted to ecclesiastical purposes, and containing under 
one roof a *prayer-hall,' a suite of rooms for numerous division 
of single brethren that were wont to congregate here from Beth- 
lehem, Nazareth, etc., and probably apartments also for the 
married ministers. * * * We were kindly escorted up a narrow 
oaken stairway, to the third story, where we were ushered into a 
vaulted room of moderate dimensions, the veritable hall in which 
the former congregation met to worship God. These once hal- 
lowed precincts are now desecrated to the most sublunary uses ; 
the walls are gray and discolored by the rain ; the fallen plaster- 
ing in frequent spots discloses the brown timbers and suurdried 
bricks beneath ; and every sign of decay and dissolution is there. 
No sacred desk or other holy emblems of religion invite to 
spiritual contemplation ; the place once consecrated to the ser- 
vice of Almighty God is converted to the purposes of a common 
loft. Yet a solemn feeling of reverence and awe crept over us, 
and we were fain to cry out, *Surely the Lord is in this place !' " 
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In its palmy days Christian's Spring was doubtless an at- 
tractive and well-kept establishment in a beautiful and fertile 
location. In 1753, only a few years after it was commenced, the 
improvements on the plantation were valued at £1,483, 10 sh. 
steiling, about $7000, and they will have increased in value, for 
the settlement continued to flourish after the abrogation of the 
General Economy, in 1782, when the Single Brethren at Chris- 
tian's Spring obtained their separate Economy or business man- 
agement. 

But one effect of the turbulent times of the Revolutionary 
War and of the general spirit of the succeeding years was a 
tendency, especially among the younger members of the Church, 
to be restive under the constant supervision exercised by the 
paternal system of church government that was still maintained. 
In his History of Bethlehem Bishop Levering has portrayed the 
spirit of the times, and the effect of the increased contact with 
the world at large, in which there was an increasing unrest every- 
where, so that even in our exclusive settlements "aversion to be 
controlled became contagious." 'The spirit of the brewing 
French Revolution was already in tEe atmosphere of the times," 
and this is shown to be the case by an entry in the Nazareth 
diary, mentioning the receipt of a letter from Bro. Gregor of the 
Unity's Elders' Conference at Herrnhut, in which he refers to 
the increasing unbelief and disregard of God's Word in the world 
at large, and advises prayer for the preservation of the faith by 
the Brethren's Church. Another entry says that in the "speak- 
ing" (the separate pastoral interviews) with the married people 
prior to the celebration of their festival in 1795, "reference was 
made in a thorough and confidential manner to the worldly mind 
that was getting the upper hand, and the increasing forgetful- 
ness of our chief calling as members of the Brethren's Unity, 
especially in our congregation-settlements, and there was an 
almost general expression of sorrow for this, and a desire for a 
visitation of grace." And again we read that in a conversation 
with all heads of households and master-mechanics in May of the 
same year, reference was made to the neglect of our rules and 
regulations, and all were exhorted from love to the Saviour and 
His congregation, and for their own and their children's sakes, 
"to unite with their pastors in promoting the observance of our 
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regulations, and thus set a good example to our young people." 
In that same year the institution known as the "Hourly Inter- 
cession," which had been inaugurated at Herrnhut already in 
1727, was introduced at Nazareth, "as so many circumstances in 
our congregation for some time incite us to prayer." 

While the untoward circumstances above mentioned were in 
part the cause of the decline of the Single Brethren's establish- 
ment at Christian's Spring, there were other contributing causes 
of a special or of a general character. The closing of thle 
Economy, and the substitution of married couples for the un- 
married brethren was necessitated, it appears, by the fact that in 
general it no longer answered the purpose with which it had been 
inaugurated forty-seven years (almost a semi-century) earlier, 
on Dec. 17, 1749. It seems to have been diffi.cult, or impossible, 
to supply a sufficient number of single brethren to carry on the 
work of the settlement. At one time there had been upwards of 
eighty living there, but in 1785 their number had decreased to 
sixty, and in 1796, when the establishment was closed, the num- 
ber was still smaller. Some of the single brethren may have lost 
their interest in the establishment, and some may have preferred 
to set up thteir own housekeeping as married brethren. The 
spirit of ardent devotion to the aims and purposes of the Church 
that had enabled their predecessors in its heroic age to deny self 
and forego personal advancement for the benefit of the whole, 
the genuine altruistic spirit that could merge individuality in the 
attainment of a truly noble ideal, was np longer in the ascendant. 
That ideal was more or less obscured by the practical considera- 
tions that had gradually obtruded themselves upon a younger 
generation. They had learned more of the world at large and 
its methods of thought and action, and were more or less in- 
fected by the spirit of the times. Together with an increasing 
disregard of the Church's rules and regulations at that time, 
based as they were upon the highest conception of a life "hid 
with Christ in God," — ^however unnatural and unnecessary some 
of them may appear since they have become obsolete — ^there 
crept in a lower moral and spiritual tone that was painfully mani- 
fest and sincerely deplored, as was gently expressed by Bishop 
Ettwein in the verses which he read at the closing lovefeast. 

And so, notwithstanding that there were good and faithful 
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brethren among those at Christian's Spring, the settlement, as 
such, became at last, as we read in the History of Bethlehem, 
"hopelessly decadent," and what measures to adopt in the face 
of this distressing state of affairs was a problem not easy of 
solution. It was evident that a change of some sort was im- 
peratively necessary if the settlement was to be kept up. Strange 
to say, already in 1793, as the Minutes of the Elders' Conference 
at Nazareth inform us, the Unity's Elders' Conference had ex- 
pressed the opinion that Christian's Spring should be sold, as the 
difficulties there were constantly increasing. But the Nazareth 
Conference did not favor this extreme measure, agreeing with 
the brethren of Christian's Spring and Gnadenthal that it might 
be very injurious for the Unity, and especially for Nazareth, if 
Christian's Spring should pass out of our control. So the matter 
rested for two years, and then, in the Minutes for Oct. 22, 1795, 
we read: "From Bro. Gregor's letter to the General Helpers' 
Conference we learned that the Unity's Elders' Conference had 
carefully considered the proposition concerning Christian's 
Spring, and had submitted it to the Lord in the Lot. The answer 
received was, 'The Saviour does not approve of the sale of 
Christian's Spring.' The General Helpers' Conference will now 
take into consideration the manner and kind of changes that 
must be made at Christian's Spring, and will send the plan to the 
U. E. C. Bro. Ettwein desired brethren who might have good 
ideas and proposals referring to this change to make them 
known to the General Helpers' Conference." 

The Nazareth Diary for the next day, Oct. 23, 1795, states 
that "Bro. Ettwein held a meeting of the congregation at Chris- 
tian's Spring, in which he announced the direction of our Lord 
that Christian's Spring should not be sold. This direction was 
received by all of us with the greatest pleasure and the earnest 
wish that the Saviour would grant grace for a more suitable 
arrangement and better use of this beautiful place." 

"Nov. 5. In the last meeting of the General Helpers' Con- 
ference the change at Christian's Spring was considered, and it 
was decided by the Lot that, notwithstanding the wish of the 
U. E. C. to see the plan first, arrangements must now be made 
for the contemplated change. Dec. 2. The G.- H. C. held a 
meeting to which the Brn. Ettwein, Klingsohr, de Schweinitz and 
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Van Vleck had come from Bethlehem, and with the Brn. Gol- 
kowsky, Miksch and Schnall considered in detail the future ar- 
rangement and! care of Christian's Spring in consequence of the 
direction from the U. E. C. that Christian's Spring should not be 
sold. In this Conference it was resolved, with the approbation 
of the Lord, to discontinue gradually the hitherto existing Single 
Brethren's Economy at Christian's Spring, as, for want of single 
brethren, it had been very difficult and imperfect for many years." 

"Feb. 19, 1796. The change at Christian's Spring was con- 
sidered in the last meeting of the G. H. C, and Bro. Paul Miksch, 
hitherto Superintendent of the Single Brethren there, was ap- 
pointed Chaplain and Warden. He, together with the two 
brethren Petersen and Matthew Schultz will cultivate one-half 
of the Christian's Spring farm for the Unity's Administration. 
These three brethren will be married. The other half of the farm 
the brethren Jacob Luch and Johannes Kaske will take in rent, 
each one-fourth. They 'will pay annually one-half of the winter 
grain and one-third of the summer grain, and for each acre of 
meadow and orchard 20 sh. Bro. and Sr. Brunner will move to 
Gnadenthal. Bro. and Sr. Muecke will be offered a piece of the 
Gnadenthal land, on which they can build a house, etc. Bro. 
Vognitz will manage the beer brewery, and Bro. Proske, the 
mill, for the Administration, and will receive a yearly salary. 
Bro. Beck will carry on the brewery and Bro. Kaske the shoe- 
making, on their own account, paying the proper rent. Bro. 
Loether will move to the Brethren's house at Nazareth. Bro. 
Golkowsky, hitherto Warden at Christian's Spring, will continue 
to discharge the duties of that office for the present. The other 
brethren and sisters will for the present remain at Christian's 
Spring, except Bro. Herman, who has asked for a place in the 
Brethren's house at Bethlehem." 

'Teb. 25. In the G. H. C. at Bethlehem the marriage of the 
single sister Catharine Busch to Bro. Paul Miksch, of the single 
sister Rachel Frevel to Bro. Matth. Schultz, of the single sister 
Leah Heil, of Bethlehem, to Bro. Petersen, of the single sister 
Agnes Pens, of Lititz, to Bro. Jacob Luch, and of the single 
sister Maria Elis. Schmidt to Bro. Johannes Kaske, was ap- 
proved of. When these marriages will take place cannot yet be 
determined. Bro. Luch will be advised to go to Lititz as soon 
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as possible, to learn whether his marriage to the single sister 
proposed for him can be effected Mar. 31. Tomorrow, at 
2 p.m., at a lovefeast in Christian's Spring, the Single Brethren's 
Economy there will be closed." 

The following account of the lovefeast is given in the Nazareth 
diary : 

"Apr. I, 1796. The Brethren of the G. H. C. came to Nazareth, 
and at 2 p.m. there was a lovefeast at Christian's Spring, in con- 
nection with the closing of the Single Brethren's establishment 
there, and the beginning of the new arrangement with married 
brethren and sisters. Besides all of those living at Christian's 
Spring, the Brn. of the G. H. C, the Elders' Conference and! the 
Wardens' College of Nazareth and some other guests were 
present. Bro. Ettwein, who presided, expressed his thoughts 
and feelings concerning the change in some verses that were 
read, as was also an account of the beginning of the Single 
Brethren's establishment at that place on Dec. 17, 1749, with 
twenty-two single brethren, whose names and also the names of 
all the house chaplains and wardens during the past forty-seven 
years, were also read. Of the twelve house-chaplains who had 
held office successfully five brethren, all of whom had been 
married later, were present at the lovefeast, viz., David Zeis- 
berger (Pastor at Naz., a cousin of the famous missionary), 
Jacob Van Vleck, Andrew Busse, Paul Miksch and Johannes 
Schnall ; and of the four wardens, Johannes Bonn, who served as 
warden for thirty years, and George Golkowsky. Various oc- 
currences of the former days and of the once happy course of 
affairs were related, and with gratitud»e the blessing of God on 
temporal affairs and preservation from misfortune was acknowl- 
edged. Among the rest it was remarked that the settlement had 
been first named Gnadenhoeh* (sic) but in memory of the sainted 

* The Nazareth diarist for 1796 is the only authority we have seen for 
the statement that Christian's Spring was first named Gnadenhoeh, except 
that the late Bro. James Henry, in his paper on Christian's Spring pub- 
lished in the Transactions of the Moravian Historical Society for 1868, in 
quoting the above account from the Nazareth diary, allows the statement 
to stand without comment. In his History of Bethlehem Bishop Levering 
states that the central village of the Manor, on the slope near where Naza- 
reth Hall was built, was to be named Gnadenhoeh, and that the original 
name of Christian's Spring was Albrecht's Brunn, as also stated by Bishop 
Levin T. Reichel in his Early History of the United Brethren or Moravians 
in America. The Nazareth diarist for 1796 was either the Pastor (Ge- 
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young Count Christian Renatus von Zinzendorf, and on account 
of the fine spring at the place, had been renamed Christian's 
Spring. In conclusion Bro. Ettwein installed Bro. Paul Miksch, 
whose marriage with the single sister Catharine Busoh had taken 
place Mar. 6, as the future house-chaplain and warden. Of the 
other single brethren and boys, some entered the Brethren's 
houses at Bethlehem, Nazareth and Lititz, and twelve, who re- 
mained temporarily at Christian's Spring, were notified that they 
would thereafter be connected with the Single Brethren's choir 
at Nazareth. 



Br. J. Ettwein's Lied zum Liebesmahle in Christiansbrunn 

BEIM BeSCHLUSZ DER LED. BrUDER HaUSHALTUNG DASELBST, 

D. iSTEN April, 1796. 

Haus Gottes ! an der Christians- Spring 
Freu' dich im Herren heut' und bring 
Ihm Anbetung und Preis und Ehre, 
vergiss vor Ihm nun alles schwere, 
Sein gnadenvolles Angesicht 
sey und verbleib auf dich gericht't. 

Ei denket voll von Dank daran 
Was Er an Christiansbrunn gethan 
in denen sieben und vierzig Jahren ; 
man hat's gesehen und erfahren 
wie Er auf unsrer Briider thun 
Liess immer seinen Segen ruh'n. 

Wo man hinsieh't, in jedem Flur, 
zeigt sich daran die schonste Spur ! 
wo ehedem die dicksten Walder 
. da sieht man Hauser, Scheuern, Felder ! 
der Briider Fleiss hat sie gemacht 
und in den schonen Stand gebracht. 

Der lieben led'gen Briider Sinn 
hielt es sonst immer fiir Gewinn 
sich selbst zu sterben, Gott zu leben, 
in Seinen Dienst sich zu begeben 
Arbeit und Armuth nicht zu scheu'n 
des Heiland's Herze zu erfreu'n. 

meinhelfer), Bro. Zeisberger (who held that office from 1780 until his 
death in 1798), or Bro. Charles Gotthold Reichel, the preacher (Prediger), 
both of whom, it might be supposed, would know the real state of the 
case. But there may have been a lapse of memory, or of the pen. 

As Christian's Spring was thus named almost two years before Count 
Zinzendorf s son died, it was done more in his honor than in memory of 
him, although the latter soon became the case. 
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In diesem Sinn, mit dem Beding 

kam mancher auch nach Christian's Spring, 

in Bauern Arbeit, pfliigen, egen, 

all seine Krafte anzulegen ; 

durch ihren Fleiss und ihr Bemiih'n 

sieht man oft tausend Baume bliih'n. 

Ach Schade, dass in eurem Chor 
der ganze Sinn sich so verlor ! 
wie viel Untreuen und Vergehen 
hat Jesu Aug bei euch gesehen ! 
das machte, leider! hier schon lang 
im Ganzen einen schweren Gang. 

Und welchen, der Last los zu sein, 
fiel mehr als einmal ernstlich ein, 
das schone Gut, mit Stall und Hausern 
an einen Reichen zu veraussern 
der Hausherr aber, der uns nah* 
gab zu dem Vorschlag nicht sein Ja. 

D'rum fangen wir auf's neue an 
und es soil nach dem alten Plan, 
auch bei dem eignen Wirthschaft treiben 
doch eines jeden Sinn stets bleiben 
beim fiittern, erndten, Saamen streu'n 
das Herze Jesu zu erfreu'n. 

Und so wird Er auch mit euch seyn, 
und was ihr vornimmt wird gedeih'n. 
Sein Friede wird bei euch regieren, 
man wird die erste Liebe spiiren. 
Verlaumdung, Leichtsinn, Neid und Streit 
wird feme seyn zu jeder Zeit. 

Der Vater schiitz't und segnet euch 

denn ihr gehor't in Jesu Reich. 

seid fleiszig Treue zu beweisen, 

mit Wort und Werken Gott zu preisen, 

so f olget euch von Schritt zu Schritt 

Sein Frieden und Sein Segen mit. 

— John Ettwein. 

Nach dem von Bischoff Johann Ettwein mit eigner Hand 
geschriebenen Liedie im Archiv der B ruder Gemeine zu Nazareth 
befindlich copiert. 

Albert L. Oerter. 
d, 25t€n Juni, 1914. 
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Bishop Ettwein's Ode for the Lovefeast at Christian's 
Spring, closing the Single Brethren's establishment 
there, Apr. i, 1796 

(Translatedi from the autograph poem signed! "John Ettwein" 
in the Nazareth Archives, by A. L. Oerter.) 

Thou house of God at Christian's Spring 
Rejoice thou in the Lord, and bring 
To Him praise, honor, adoration, 
Forget 'fore Him past tribulation; 
O may His gracious face divine 
Today and ever on thee shine. 

With thankful heart now muse upon 
All He for Christian's Spring hath done, 
Each year throughout the forty-seven, 
We've seen and known how He has given 
To all our brethren's labor here 
His blessing and His faithful care. 

Where'er we look, each fertile field 
Of this the beauteous trace doth yield; 
Where once stood forest thick and gloomy 
Lo, now fields, barns and houses roomy ! 
The brethren's industry it was 
Produced this change so marvelous. 

The Single Brethren's mind and heart 
Esteemed it once the better part. 
Dying to self and to God living. 
Themselves to His blest service giving. 
Labor and hardship not to shun 
If thus their Lord's will might be done. 

With this intent, this thought alone. 
To Christian's Spring came many a one. 
To farmer's work his strength devoting. 
To plough, to harrow, shunning no 'thing, 
Fields, orchards, gardens bloom around. 
For thus their toil has decked the ground. 

Alas, that we must now lament 
The loss of this first good intent ! 
Unfaithfulness, sad deviation 
The Saviour's eye saw at this station. 
This long, alas ! has been the cause 
That made life here so arduous. 

Some of this load to be relieved 
'Twould be best, more than once believed. 
This fine estate, complete and blooming 
Some wealthy man should be assuming; 
But to this scheme the household's Lord 
Said "No," and we obey his word. 
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Now, therefore, we begin anew, 
And still the old plan we'll pursue, 
That, though in separate housekeeping. 
In feeding, ploughing, sowing, reaping. 
Each one shall have this aim in view 
To please the Lord, in all you do. 

Then He will be with you, and then 
Your work will prosper here again 
His peace will rule 'mongst you unceasing 
The first love will be seen increasing 
And slander, folly, envy, strife 
Will not disturb your happy life. 

Yours is the Father's love and care, 
For in Christ's realm you have a share. 
To show true faithfulness be vieing. 
In word and deed God glorifying; 
His peace and blessing then alway 
Will rest upon you day by day. 



III. 

The Erection of the New Steeple on Nazareth Hall, June 
16-27, 1785, AND THE Placing Thereon of the Ball and 
Vane, June 2J. 

(From the Nazareth Diary, June 27, 1785.) 
About 2 p.m. the ball and vane were put up on our new steeple. 
When everything was ready for the work, a severe thunder- 
storm suddenly came up in the north. However, the ball and 
the vane were successfully hoisted up, and with the lightning-rod 
were securely fixed in position, just before a violent storm with 
heavy rain came up, and we were glad that none of the workmen 
suffered any injury. For two weeks we have had thunder-storms 
and rain almost daily, which hindered and made more difficult 
the building of the steeple and the putting of a new roof on the 
Hall. In the evening-service the inscription which had been 
placed in the ball on the steeple in the German and English 
languages was read to the congregation. 

Inscription Placed in the Ball on the Steeple Erected on 

Nazareth Hall, June 27, 1785. 

To all who read this document, — know ye that in the month of 

June of the year One Thousand, Seven Hundred and Eighty-five, 

this steeple was built and erected. Exactly thirty-eight years 
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had this month passed since the brethren and sisters then living 
at Nazareth, thirty-six married people besides the children, were 
organized as a Brethren's congregation, which took place June 
25, 1747, in the presence of the brethren August Gottlieb 
Spangenberg, and the sainted brother Christian Frederick Cam- 
merhof, just five years after the congregation in Bethlehem had 
been organized on June 25, 1742. 

The erection of this steeple on the building in which the con- 
gregation at Nazareth have now for nearly thirty years held un- 
disturbed their divine services according to the beautiful ritual 
of the Brethren's Church, and have so often realized with joy 
the unseen presence of the Head of His Church, causes them to 
recall with gratitude the many benefits and blessings which this 
congregation have received and enjoyed from our dear Saviour 
and His dear Father in Heaven, and especially the blessings 
which they have received in this House of Peace, in which on 
Sundays and festival-days all the members of the Nazareth con- 
gregation assemble from all the places of their abode, and pre- 
sent themselves before the Lord; and also reminds them and 
their children of some remarkable occurrences that have trans- 
pired since the first brethren arrived on the Nazareth land. 

It was on the seventh of May, 1740, fifty-five years ago, that 
the sainted brother Peter Boehler and Anthony Seiflfert arrived 
on the land which the English Methodist minister, George 
Whitefield,had bought in Pennsylvania and had named Nazareth, 
and at his request undertook the building of a house which he 
intended to be a school for negroes^ In the year 1741, this land, 
Which has the rights of a Barony, was sold by George Whitefield 
to the Brethren, and on Jan. 2, 1744, the above-named house was 
consecrated as a meeting-house for the brethren. In this house 
the congregation at Nazareth held their services until near the 
end of the year 1756. It was also used for many years as the 
home of an educational institution for children. After the Naza- 
reth land had been cleared and cultivated more and more during 
the ten years following the dedication of this house and meeting- 
hall, and not only had a colony or farm been laid out by the 
Brethren in the vicinity of the above-named house, which is 
named Old Nazareth, but in addition colonies or farms had been 
laid out at three places on the Nazareth land, viz., Gnadenthal, 
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where nearly forty years ago a house-congregation hadi been 
organized on Dec. 2, 1745 ; further, Christian's Spring, where, in 
the year 1749 a Single Brethren's Economy was begun, and on 
Dec. 17 of the same year, nearly thirty-six years ago, the first 
dwelling-house for the Single Brethren was dedicated, and' finally 
Friedensthal, which settlement was also commenced in the year 
1749, then, on May 3, 1755, thirty years ago, in the presence of 
all those living on the Nazareth land in all the settlements, and 
of the whole congregation of Bethlehem, the corner-stone of the 
present meeting-hall was laid, and the meeting-hall was dedi- 
cated on the thirteenth of November. When this house was 
built it was designed to be not only the church and meeting-hall 
for the Nazareth congregation, but also a dlwelling for the 
sainted Count Zinzendorf at that time the Ordinary of the 
Brethren's Unity, whose coming to America was at that time 
expected. But the sainted Ordinarius Fratrum never came to 
America after that time, and therefore thiisi purpose of the build- 
ing of the house was never fulfilled. Instead thereof, from 1759 
to 1779 a school for boys, as also for some time a Paedagogium, 
was kept in this house, in which institutions there were some- 
times more than a hundred children and boys. 

In the year 1771, now fourteen years ago, the Brethren 
Christian Gregor and Johann Loretz, members of the Unity's 
Elders' Conference, who had come on a visitation to the Breth- 
ren's congregations in North America, being present, a new 
town was laid, out, and in the same year the building of the first 
house in this town was begun. 

(The town was laid out in January, under the direction of the 
brethren John Loretz, Christian Gregor, Nathaniel Seidel, John 
Ettwein, Hans Christian v. Schweinitz and Ferdinand Dettmers, 
and on Jan. 18 the measuring and laying out of the town was 
begun.) 

In the fourteen years since it was begun, this town has been 
so built up that now, besides the Single Brethren's house, the 
corner-stone of which was laid May 3, 1773, and which was dedi- 
cated and occupied May 18, 1774, and the Single Sisters' house, 
the corner-stone of which was laid April 19, 1784, and which was 
dedicated and occupied Dec. 13, 1784, there are eighteen dwell- 
ing-houses. And inasmuch as, on account of the constantly in- 
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creasing growth of the town the necessity for a steeple has be- 
come more and! more urgent, especially since the building of the 
Sisters' house, as the ringing of the bell for the services is. heard 
much less than before by many of the townspeople, this has been 
the cause that the building of a steeple on this meeting4iouse, 
which was intended when the building of the Hall was begun, 
and has been considered unavoidably necessary since the build- 
ing of the new town, has been accomplished in the month of 
June of this year One Thousand, Seven Hundred and Eighty- 
five. Three noteworthy events of the current year deserve men- 
tion here : 

1. That in the month of March of this year, on the occasion of 
the presence of our dear brother John v. Watteville, who is at 
present in Pennsylvania, on a visitation to the Brethren's con- 
gregations in North America, the synodically enacted organizing 
of the congregation Conferences in Nazareth has taken place. 

2. That the congregation in Schoeneck has been this year 
more closely united with Nazareth, and the oversight and service 
of this congregation has been committed to the Elders' Con- 
ference in Nazareth. 

3. That in the fall of this year a Paedagogium is to be com- 
menced again here in Nazareth, and for a beginning of the same 
the Boys'' School of Bethlehem is to be transferred to Nazareth, 
and a Boarding School for boys is to be established' here. 

The Directing Board of the entire Brethren's Unity consisted 
in this year 1785 of the following thirteen members : 

Helpers' Department. Wardens' Department. Supervisors' Department. 
August Gottlieb Spang- Johann Fried. Reichel, Johann Fried. Kober, 

enberg, Johann Loretz, Giinther Anton Urban v. 

Johannes v. Watteville, Johann Christ'n Quandt, Liidecke, 
Heinrich v. Bruiningk, Heinrich der 28te Reuss, Jonathan Briant. 
Samuel Liebisch. Christian Gregor, 

Renatus van Laer. 

The General Helpers' Conference of the Brethren's Congrega- 
tions in Petinsylvania and the neighboring States consis-tedi of 
the following ten members : 

In Bethlehem. In Litits. In Nazareth. 

Johann Ettwein, Matthaus Hehl, David Zeisberger, 

Johann Andreas Hiib- Johann Aug. Klingsohr, Franz Chrn. Lembke, 

ner, Jeremias Denke. Carl Gotthold Reichel. 

Hans Christ'n v. 

Schweinitz, 
Paul Munster. 
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The Elders' Conference of the Congregation at Nazareth consists 
of the following fifteen members : 

Brethren, Sisters. 

David Zeisberger, Pastor, Anna Dorothea Zeisberger, 

Franz Chrn. Lembke, who for Catharine Lembke, 

nearly thirty years served the Anna Dorothea Reichel, 

congregation as Preacher, and Anna Johanna Seidel, Widows' 

is now Chaplain of the house- Superintendent, 

hold at Old Nazareth, Susanna v. Gersdorf, Single Sis- 

Charles Gotthold Reichel, Preacher, ters' Eldress, 

Johann Schropp, Warden, Elisabeth Leinbach, Single Sisters' 

Otto Chrn. Krogstrupp, Chaplain Warden. 

of the household at Gnadenthal, 
Andrew Busse, Superintendent 
and Chaplain of the household 
at Christian's Spring, 
Johannes Bonn, Warden at Chris- 
tian's Spring, 
Simon Meyer, Superintendent of 
the Single Brethren at Nazareth, 
William Lister, Warden of the 
Single Brethren at Nazareth. 

The number of all persons belonging to the Congregation at 
Nazareth was: 98 married people, 8 widowers, 10 widows, 67 
single brethren, 10 youths and boys, 39 single sisters, 10 older 
girls, 24 little boys, 22 little girls. Total, 288 persons. Of these 
there were dwelling 

In the new town 140 

In Old Nazareth 48 

In Christian's Spring 65 

In Gnadenthal 24 

In Friedensthal 11 

Total 288 



An Ode or Apostrophe to the Gilded Ball put up on the 
Steeple of Nazareth Hall, June 2y, 1785. 

The steeple was built June 16-27. The Ode is not signed, and 
it is sarcely possible to determine the authorship. It could 
scarcely have been composed' by the Rev. F. C. Lembke, who, 
after his long pastorate at Nazareth had' been succeededi in Dec, 
1784, by the Rev. C. G. Reichel, who was also the first Principal 
of the reorganized Boarding School opened in Nazareth Hall, 
Oct. 3, 1785. Either he, or Bro. Geo. Mueller, who had come 
with him from Europe and was one of the first teachers in the 
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Boarding School, and was teaching the Boys' School at Nazareth 
when the steeple was built, or, possibly, the Rt. Rev. John 
Ettwein, or the Rt. Rev. John, Baron de Watteville, then on a 
visitation to the congregations in North America, may have 
been the author. Bro. Lembke, who had written a number of 
odes or verses for various occasions, after moving from the Hall 
to Old Nazareth to make room for Bro. Reichel, and whose 
strength had failed very greatly for two weeks before his death 
on July iiy 1785, was therefore scarcely in a condition to com- 
pose this Odfe to the Gilded Ball, especially as the Memoir read 
at his funeral on July 13 (his birthday) states that for the previous 
six months there had been a perceptible decrease or failure of his 
mental and physical strength, i.^., from the time of his retire- 
ment in Dec, 1784, followed in Jan., 1785, by the death of his 
promising son, Johann Renatus, which was felt very keenly by 
him, and probably hastened his end, although he bore the be- 
reavement w4th resignation. 

Omine surge bono, sta fixa aurata coronis 
Testis evangelii civibus esto tuis ; 
Nam fulgore tuo tacito sermone loqueris, 
Longaque sit tua sors Iridis esse loco. 

Steige in die Hohe 
unter lauter gliicklichen Aspecten, 
und bleibe unter gottlicher Obhut fest und lange sitzen, 
Du verguldete Kugel ; 
sitze aber nicht leer und miiszig 
wie die heutigen Luftballen 
mit ihren unniitzen, ungewissen Aufsteigen und Nieder- 
fallen. 
Sey mit deinem helleleuchtendem Anblick 
auf alle Zeiten hinaus 
nie ohne Wort sprechendes Zeichen und Zeugnisz 
von dem was in diesem Hause des Herrn 
dessen Zierde du bist 
geglaubt, gelehret, gefiihlt, besungen und ohne Schwei- 

gen getrieben wird, 
von Gott unserm Heiland, Schopfer und Erloser 

durch sein Blut und Tod 
zum Heil aller armen Sunder die durch Ihn 
und Ihn allein selig werden wollen, sollen und sind. 
Lade sie ein mit deinem Anblick und zugleich 
mit dem Klang der unter dir schwebenden Glocke 
mit Theil zu nehmen an dieser Gnade und in demselben 
unverriicklich einherzugehen bis an den Tag seiner Er- 

scheinung. 
Sey mit deinem Glanz von der lieben Sonne beleuchtet 
alien die in diesem Hause aus und eingehen 
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und sich der schonen Gottesdienste erfreuen 
eine Lehre dasz unser Herr sein Briider-Volk 
in diesen Zeiten gesetzt hat ein Licht der Welt 
und ein Salz der Erde zu sein. 
Sey mit deinem Schimmer ein langdauerndes 
Zeichen und Zeugnisz der uber dieses Haus und 
Gemeine waltenden Obhut unsers Herrn 
und Hirten, der seine Schaaf e kennt und iiber ihnen halt, 
und es versprochen hat dasz Niemand sie aus seines 
Vater's Hand reiszen soil. 
Sey ein solches Gnaden-Zeichen iiber und 
so oft wir dich ansehen wie der Bogen Gottes 
in den Wolken des Himmels 
dasz Gott Nazareth gewogen, 
dasz seine Gnade iiber uns walte 
immer und ewiglich. 
Sage in einem der kiinftigen Jahrhunderten 

unsern Ur-Ur-Enkeln 
die dich mochten einmal zu Gesichte kriegen 

wem dieses Haus und Landereyen 
Nazareth, Gnadenthal, Christiansbrunn, Friedensthal 
zugehoren, wem dieselben vom Anfang an 
gewidmet und geweihet seyn, 
und dass wir auf diesem Land Gottes Lehnsleute 
aber doch nicht anders als nur Fremdling und Pilger 

auf dieser Erde 
sein wollen und sollen auf Kind und Kindes Kind. 
Sage ihnen, wie deine Inscription zu erkennen gibt 
von den ersten Anfangen, Anlagen und Destination 
dieses Hauses und dieser Baronie Nazareth 
und dessen zeitherigen Fortgangen unter dem 
Segen und Schutz Gottes, in der Gnade unsers Herrn 
Jesu Christi, 
und Beiwohnung des Heiligen Geistes 
bis auf den Tag deiner Erhohung am 27ten Juni, 1785, 
ob auch deine inwendige Ansicht in erst undenklichen 
Zeiten erfolgen sollte 
Errinnere sie daran 
was der Herr an seinem Haus und Volk gethan 
denn seine Gute wahret ewiglich. 

In globum obauratum Turriculae noviter erectae atque aedibus sacris in 

Nazareth superstructae insuper impostum, 

d. 2"] Juni, 1785. 
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Translation of the Ode to the Gilded Ball, 
by the rev. a. l. oerter. 

Rise to thy lofty position with omen auspicious and fix'd firm 
Golden, sun-like sphere, there thy brightness display: 

Silent yet eloquent witness and symbol of Christ's blessed gospel. 
Long, like the Iris arch, speak thy message divine. 

Integer vitae (Hon). 

Mount on high over all, this house adorning. 
Gilded ball, with only favoring tokens. 
Long hold thy place beneath divine protection, 
Well and securely. 

Not like air-balloons, rising and falling 
Useless, uncertain, be thou empty and idle, 
Let thy brightness be to all who behold thee 
In future ages 

Wordless, yet eloquent sign and evidence potent, 
Telling of that which in this house of the Lord God 
Which thou adornest, is taught, sung and transacted 
Ne'er keeping silence, 

Of God our Saviour, Creator and blessed Redeemer, 
Who by His blood and death procured salvation. 
For all poor souls who would be saved by Him only. 
Saved by His grace. 

By thy lustrous sheen invite them to share it, 
While the tones of the bell beneath thee swinging 
Bid them to come and in this grace continue 
Till He appeareth. 

With thy sun-born radiance be unto all those 
Who go in and out, and delight in this worship. 
Sign that the Lord His Brethren's Church has appointed 
A light to the nations. 

Be with thy glistening a long-enduring token 
Of His watchful care who as the Good Shepherd 
Knoweth His sheep, and out of the hand of His Father 
None shall e'er pluck them. 

Be unto us as oft as we look upon thee 
Like the beautiful bow of God in the heavens 
Sign that God unto Nazareth is kind, and that ever 
His grace rules over us. 

Tell in days remote our children's children 
Whose this house and all these fair estates are, 
Nazareth, Gnadenthal, Friedensthal, Christian's Spring also. 
To whom dedicated. 
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Tell them that we are only God's poor tenants 
Here on these estates, we and our children 
And children's children. On this earth we're only 
Strangers and pilgrims. 

Tell them, as made known by thy Inscription, 
The first beginnings, ground-work, destination 
Of this fair manor-house and all composing 
Baronial Nazareth. 

Tell them how God's blessing and protection 
The grace of Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit's 
Abiding presence, gave us happy progress 
Till thine uplifting. 

Tell to ages remote, if then revealing 
Thine inner aspect, all that for His people 
The Lord hath done, for His unfailing goodness 
Is everlasting. 

To the gilded ball placed on the steeple recently erected as a superstructure 

on the church (Nazareth Hall), at Nazareth, 

June 27, 1785. 



